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SERVICE OF THE WORD                                                      . 
Lutherans believe that the gospel is not only the good news that Jesus has saves sinners, 
but also a power God uses to create and strengthen faith in Jesus. 

 
HYMN #56                       Gentle Mary Laid Her Child 

 

 
INVOCATION 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

  

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and 
serve him as his dear children.  But we have disobeyed him and 
deserve only his wrath and punishment.  Therefore, let us confess our 
sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

 C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  In 
countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be 
called your child.  But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have 



 3 C: Amen. 

 

mercy on me according to your unfailing love.  Cleanse me from 
my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 
 M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect 

life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed 
your guilt forever.  You are his own dear child.  May God give you 
strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

HYMN #80 Angels from the Realms of Glory 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

M: Lord God, by the leading of a star, you once made known to the 
nations your one and only Son. Guide us, also, who know him now 
by faith to come at last to the perfect joy of your heavenly glory; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING                                          1 Kings 10:1-9 
  

1When the queen of Sheba heard about the fame of Solomon and 
his relationship to the LORD, she came to test Solomon with hard 
questions. 2Arriving at Jerusalem with a very great caravan—with 
camels carrying spices, large quantities of gold, and precious 
stones—she came to Solomon and talked with him about all that 
she had on her mind. 3Solomon answered all her questions; nothing 
was too hard for the king to explain to her. 4When the queen of 
Sheba saw all the wisdom of Solomon and the palace he had 
built, 5the food on his table, the seating of his officials, the attending 
servants in their robes, his cupbearers, and the burnt offerings he 
made at the temple of the LORD, she was overwhelmed. 6She said 
to the king, “The report I heard in my own country about your 
achievements and your wisdom is true. 7But I did not believe these 
things until I came and saw with my own eyes. Indeed, not even 
half was told me; in wisdom and wealth you have far exceeded the 
report I heard. 8How happy your people must be! How happy your 
officials, who continually stand before you and hear your 
wisdom! 9Praise be to the LORD your God, who has delighted in 
you and placed you on the throne of Israel. Because of the LORD’s 
eternal love for Israel, he has made you king to maintain justice and 
righteousness.” 

 
 

PSALM OF THE DAY               Psalm 66 
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Endow the King with your justice, O God,* 
the royal Son with your righteousness. 

 
He will defend the afflicted among the people* 

and save the children of the needy. 
 
He will endure as long as the sun,* 

as long as the moon, through all generations. 
 
He will be like rain falling on a mown field,* 

like showers watering the earth. 
 
Refrain 
 

All kings will bow down to him,* 
and all nations will serve him. 

 
All nations will be blessed through him,* 

and they will call him blessed. 
 
Praise be to the LORD God, who alone does marvelous deeds.* 

May the whole earth be filled with his glory. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
Refrain 

 
SECOND READING                                 Acts 13:46-49 

 

46Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: “We had to speak 
the word of God to you first. Since you reject it and do not consider 
yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles. 47For 
this is what the Lord has commanded us: “ ‘I have made you a light 
for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the 
earth.’” 48When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored 
the word of the Lord; and all who were appointed for eternal life 
believed.  49The word of the Lord spread through the whole region. 
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VERSE OF THE DAY  
 

C: Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 These words are written, that we may believe 
  That Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
 Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
GOSPEL Matthew 2:1-12 
  

1After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of 
King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2and asked, 
“Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his 
star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3When King 
Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with 
him. 4When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and 
teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be 
born. 5“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the 
prophet has written: 6“‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will 
come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’”  7Then Herod 
called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the 
star had appeared. 8He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and 
search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, 
so that I too may go and worship him.” 9After they had heard the 
king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it 
rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the 
child was. 10When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11On 
coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and 
they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their 
treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to go back to 
Herod, they returned to their country by another route. 
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HYMN #79  How Lovely Shines the Morning Star 
 

 
 

SERMON Matthew 2:1-12        
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APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  
The third day he rose again from the   dead.  He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  From 
there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
OFFERING  

Our offerings are an expression of thankfulness for what our Savior has done for us,                         
and a way of supporting the spread of the gospel through the Church’s work. 

  

You can place your offering in the plate in the entryway,  
or through our secure online giving site. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son, in the fullness of time 
you came into our world to save us from sin and death. 

C: You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold. 
 

M: Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John, you 
came preaching and teaching, healing and comforting, forgiving and 
encouraging: 

C: You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the 
joy of salvation to those doomed to death. 

 

M: Prince of peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. 
Let the good news of salvation be heard in the remotest corners of the 
earth. Open our own lips to speak your name to those around us who 
still live without faith or hope: 

C: Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of 
your gospel. 

 

M: Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use our 
gifts to serve you and each other in willing gratitude and joy. Watch 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbcC0NdpfuajgwPqsIUsWbxeXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dxyLlc48m-Sq6fi1kClwaXDA=&ver=3
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over our loved ones near and far, that they may remember your love 
and rejoice in your salvation. Strengthen the faith of the sick and the 
disheartened. Give hope to those in despair and comfort those who 
mourn: 

C: Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we 
say and do. 

 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

 
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
  

 Silent prayer. 
 

M: Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we 
will stand in the full light of your glory and with all your saints and 
angels sing the everlasting song of triumph. 

C: Amen. 

  
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 

  

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
C: Amen. 
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HYMN #83 As with Gladness Men of Old 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Serving Us This Week  (January 2nd - 8th) 

Cleaners: Linn, Joecks, Jessen, Hutchinson 
  

Serving Us Next Week  (January 9th – 15th) 

Cleaners: Giese, Pruitt, Sonntag 

 
Christmas Decorations 

We are going to begin taking the Christmas Decorations down after 

worship this morning.  If you are willing and able to lend a hand and a 

few moments, we would greatly appreciate it. 
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Thank You 
We thank Jim Lauersdorf (Congregational President) and Norman 
Gullixson (Elder) for leading the worship service this morning.  Pastor 
Sonntag and family will be returning to town this week. 
 
Upcoming Schedule 
Next Sunday, January 9th, we will resume having Worship at both 8:30 + 
10:30 AM, as well as Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:40 AM.  We will 
also celebrate the Lord’s Supper on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month 
in January (9th & 23rd) and then return to our usual 1st and 3rd in February. 
 
 

This Week at Shining Mountains: 
  
 

Today  8:30 am Divine Worship  
   

 

Thursday, Jan. 6th     9:00 am Little Lambs resumes 
  1:00 pm Basic Bible Christianity 
  

Saturday, Jan. 8th 10:00 am Pre-marital Counseling 
 

Sunday, Dec. 19th             8:30 am  Divine Worship with Communion 
  9:40 am Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 
 10:30 am Divine Worship with Communion 
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